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Before we start…
On behalf of all colleagues at the 
Department of Health, we humbly 
acknowledge we are on the 
unceded ancestral lands of the 
original peoples of the Apache, 
Navajo and Pueblo past and 
present.
With gratitude we pay our 
respects to the land, the people 
and the communities that have 
and continue to contribute to 
what today is known as the State 
of New Mexico.
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Goals

3. We improve 
health status for all 
New Mexicans

2. We ensure safety in 
New Mexico healthcare 
environments 

4. We support each other by 
promoting an environment of mutual 
respect, trust, open communication, 
and needed resources for staff to 
serve New Mexicans and to grow and 
reach their professional goals

1. We expand equitable 
access to services for all 
New Mexicans

To ensure health equity, we work with our partners to promote health and 
well-being, and improve health outcomes for all people in New Mexico.

Mission – Department of Health
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Lynn and Erin 
Compassionate Use Act

The purpose of the Lynn 
and Erin Compassionate 
Use Act is to allow the 

beneficial use of medical 
cannabis in a regulated 
system for alleviating 
symptoms caused by 
debilitating medical 

conditions and their medical 
treatments.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Created in 2007. 
Medical Cannabis Program was created to administer the Lynn and Erin CUA
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Medical Cannabis Patients in All NM Counties
• 133,113 enrolled 

patients as of 
March 31, 2022

• Three counties with 
highest number of 
patients enrolled:

• Bernalillo: 44,295
• Santa Fe: 14,136
• Dona Ana: 12,447

• 669 Out-of-state 
enrollments

• These are individuals who 
enrolled during the brief period 
in 2019 when out-of-state 
enrollments were legal.
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Patient Enrollment 2018-2022

Increase of 82,159 individuals or 161% in active enrollments from 2018 to 2022
Increase of 47,945 individuals or 56% in active enrollments from 2020 to 2022
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The Three Most Commonly Enrolled 
Qualifying Conditions

There are currently 28 qualifying conditions
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	Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder	Severe Chronic Pain	Cancer	Painful Peripheral Neuropathy	Inflammatory autoimmune-mediated arthritis
September 2019	39304	25876	4059	1692	1432
September 2020	52224	31035	4839	2013	1749
September 2021	67842	37685	6111	2517	2145
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The Three Most Commonly Enrolled 
Qualifying Conditions

(percentage of total enrollment)

This represents 89.62% of all active enrolled patients
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*data is as of March 31, 2022
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Medical Cannabis 
Program Division
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Difference between Medical 
and Adult Use

Medical
• 425 Units/90 

days (approximately 15 
ounces)

• 18 or older, and 
anyone under 18 can 
enroll if they have a 
caregiver registered.

• No tax on sales up to 
425 units/per 90 days

Adult Use
• 2 ounces flower, 16 

grams concentrate
• Must be 21 or older
• 12% tax and then 

sales tax, 
county/municipal 
(approximately 20% in 
most locations in NM)
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Difference between Medical 
and Adult Use

Medical
• Additional 

legal protections
• Probation protection
• Possession (425 units)

• Patients submit 
certification annually

• Patient registry 
overseen by MCP

Adult Use
• Can possess up to 2 

ounces, 16 grams 
concentrate

• Cannabis Control 
Division in Regulation 
and Licensing 
Department 
(RLD) oversees all 
licensing
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What Adult Use and Medical 
Have in Common

• No public use
• People can gift product but cannot sell
• Anybody 21 or older can grow six mature six 

seedlings (12 mature per household maximum)
• Products must be safely stored in a secure way
• Keep away from children and pets
• Cannabis cannot be legally 

transported across state lines
• Product must be from an intrastate source – in 

other words: buy local – buy New Mexican!
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Medical Cannabis 
Program Division
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Education and Outreach
• Educate patients, medical providers, community 

members, and other stakeholders about the 
Medical Cannabis Program and cannabis use

• Presentations successfully moved to online 
platforms to be more inclusive

• Attend and present at conferences in person and 
virtual

• Connect, present, and partner with agencies such 
as Treatment Courts, Therapy Teams, Judges, 
Prosecutors, Law Enforcement, Medical Providers, 
patients, etc.
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Visit the MCP Education and 
Resource Page

https://www.nmhealth.org/about/mcp/svcs/rpa/

MCP continually updates educational materials
(thank you to Andre Walker and the Comms Team)
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https://www.nmhealth.org/about/mcp/svcs/rpa/
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Safe Storage
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Pregnancy and When at Home
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The Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act, or CARA, is national legislation that promotes programs and strategies to address the impact of substance abuse and substance use disorders on individuals, communities and families. CARA helps to fund prevention, education, harm reduction, treatment, and recovery services. (hyper-link to SAMHSA or federal website)
In New Mexico, the CARA Program focuses on supportive care for pregnant people affected by substance use and on the coordination of services for parents, caregivers and family members of newborns affected by substance exposure before birth.
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Medical Cannabis 
Program Division

Contact Information

Email: Medical.Cannabis@state.nm.us
Phone: 505-827-2321

Dominick Zurlo: 
Dominick.Zurlo@state.nm.us
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